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2 The South African Council of Churches

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Two thousand and five was a year of tragedy, challenge … and ultimately
hope. As President of the Council of Churches, I am proud of the energy

and commitment that our members bring to the ecumenical movement
through the Council’s governance structures at both national and
provincial levels. The deliberations of the Central Committee, the National
Executive Committee and the Provincial Executive Committees are
instrumental in determining the Council’s direction and programmes and
ensuring the relevance of the SACC’s ministry in our contemporary society. 

The work of the SACC during the past year has been marked by four key trends.
First, the Council has become increasingly involved in activities across the

Continent and around the world in response to unfolding events: the tsunami disaster, Operation
Murambatsvina, the search for reconciliation and healing in Palestine and Rwanda. These interventions
have been important not only for the material assistance that South African churches have extended to
people buffeted by disaster and conflict, but also for the way in which the Church continues to bear witness
to the hope of Christ through a ministry of accompaniment.

Second, the forces of globalization that make this expanding ministry practical also pose new challenges
for the economic well-being of many communities, especially in poorer or more marginal areas. South
Africans have had to confront the devastating impact of job losses and plant closures as capital seeks
cheaper labour, productive enterprises relocate overseas and inexpensive goods flood back into our
markets under the banner of “free trade”. The Council and its members have struggled to keep these
concerns before policy makers through local campaigns such as the People’s Budget and through
participation in international events such as the Week of Action for Trade Justice and the Global
Campaign Against Poverty.

Third, the Church has had to provide leadership on a new range of moral and ethical challenges. The
increasing levels of violence in our society, particularly violence directed at women and children, demand
new and creative initiatives from people of faith. The Church has a central role to play in addressing the
persistent racism, sexism, homophobia and xenophobia that continue to plague our society. Poverty and
inequality prevent many people around the world from experiencing life in abundance. In a society where
the right to health has become a luxury, there has been an alarming increase in HIV infections and deaths
associated with AIDS. Churches must cope with the twin burdens of ministering to the bereaved and
helping them to honour their departed loved ones in a dignified and affordable manner.

Finally, the Council’s members had to make tough choices to ensure the SACC’s future accountability,
sustainability and responsible stewardship of resources. For several years, the Council had used reserves to
finance deficit spending, but these reserves are now exhausted. Beginning with the work of the Financial
Sustainability Commission at the 2005 Central Committee meeting, the Council’s leadership devised an
emergency plan to control costs and began to develop a longer-term business plan for the SACC.
Unfortunately, this necessitated the retrenchment of several staff members. However, as you will see from
the financial statements accompanying this report, the prompt action of the Council’s staff and leadership
turned another looming deficit into a slight surplus by year’s end.

I wish to express my deep appreciation to the many individuals who generously donate their time and
expertise to the governance and leadership of the Council. It is also right that we commend the national
and provincial staff of the Council for their work and their dedication to the SACC’s ministry during the past
year. Finally, we must again say thank you to our international partners who continue to walk with us
through times of joy and sorrow.

Although we have come through a year marked by hardship, we are able to move into 2006 in a spirit of
hope. The wellspring of our hope is an unshakeable belief that through God’s grace, our world will be
transformed.

Prof. Russel Botman
President



GENERAL SECRETARY’S REPORT

SPECIAL INTERNATIONAL ECUMENICAL
CAMPAIGNS

Since 1994, the South African Council of
Churches has played a growing role in efforts

to promote peace, justice and
abundant life in the region, across the
continent and throughout the world. In
doing so, the Council works with and
through larger ecumenical bodies, such
as the Fellowship of Councils of
Churches in Southern Africa (FOCCISA),
the All Africa Conference of Churches
(AACC), and the World Council of
Churches (WCC).

Mobilising Tsunami Relief 

The year opened with the aftermath of
the tsunami tragedy in Indonesia, 
Sri Lanka and many other nations along the Indian
Ocean rim. The SACC established a Disaster Relief
Fund, run by our Emergency and Relief
Programme, and called a special meeting of the
Church Leaders Forum to develop a coordinated,
nationwide ecumenical response. The Council’s
fund raising efforts included a benefit concert in
Johannesburg that brought together twenty of
South Africa’s top gospel artists and also featured
an appearance by President Mbeki.

In the space of a few weeks, the Council and its
members raised R650 000. At the end of January,
the General Secretary and the Anglican
Archbishop of Cape Town, Njongonkulu
Ndungane, made a pastoral visit to Somalia to
present the funds to the Fellowship of Christian
Councils and Churches in the Great Lakes and
Horn of Africa (FECCLAHA) to finance
rehabilitation work in Somalia. While much of the
world’s attention was on the most devastated
regions of South Asia, the SACC was one of the
only organisations to provide assistance to
affected areas in East Africa.

Promoting Democracy and Dignity in Zimbabwe

In keeping with the 2004 Triennial National
Conference’s call for political dialogue and free

elections in Zimbabwe, the SACC led a consortium
of civil society organizations formed to monitor the
31 March 2005 Parliamentary Elections. The
Council was also invited to serve on the SADC
Election Observer Team and nominated the
Deputy General Secretary to serve in this
capacity. The two bodies had very different

experiences. The SADC team, which
was accredited by the Zimbabwean
government and led by a South African
Minister of State, became mired in
controversy. It drew accusations of
partiality from Zimbabwe’s opposition
and harsh criticism from civil society
organisations.

The civil society team was led by the
General Secretary and invited by the
Zimbabwe Council of Churches to be
part of an Ecumenical Observer Team.
However, members of the team faced

difficulties in obtaining accreditation and some,
including Dr. Tsele, were prevented from entering
Zimbabwe. The Ecumenical Observer Team was
accredited at the last minute, enabling them to
observe the polling, but they limited their report to
incidents of violence. 

Following the elections, the Council continued to
be in active dialogue with church and civil society
structures in Zimbabwe. Midyear, as the
Zimbabwean government embarked on a ruthless
urban slum clearance drive known as “Operation
Murambatsvina”, the SACC despatched a
delegation of senior church leaders to Harare at
the invitation of the Zimbabwe Council of
Churches (ZCC). The group, which was led by the
SACC President, Prof. Russel Botman, and
Archbishop Ndungane, visited Mbare township,
from which many families were displaced, and the
Caledonia Transit Camp, one of the largest
facilities set up to provide temporary shelter for
those left homeless. Members of the delegation
met with church leaders from the ZCC, the
Evangelical Fellowship of Zimbabwe, and the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference, as well as civil
society and trade union leaders.

The returning delegation told the SACC Central
Committee of immense suffering and hunger in
both the townships and the transit camps, with
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vulnerable groups – the poor, the unemployed,
young people and the elderly – bearing the
heaviest burdens. Their distress was compounded
by the fact that the clearances took place in the
middle of winter. “There comes a time when
human suffering is indescribable,” the delegation
said. “At such times the Christian Church and
community is challenged to speak the truth in an
uncompromising manner. Such times demand
unity of purpose amongst churches. The cries of
the affected people must be heard and seen,
and the credibility of the Gospel cannot be
compromised. The dignity of people who are
created in the image of God must be affirmed.”

The Central Committee endorsed the delegation’s

call for the SACC to launch a national relief

campaign for Zimbabwe. A week later, the Council

announced “Operation Hope for Zimbabwe” to

provide immediate relief to those affected by

Operation Murambatsvina, to explore ways of

providing shelter to displaced families, and to

promote long-term development in Zimbabwe.

Within two weeks, the SACC gathered 5000 blankets

and 37 tons of food for the initiative. However, even

with the assistance of the South African government,

the shipment was delayed for nearly six weeks by the

painstaking application of Zimbabwean agricultural

and customs restrictions. Christian Care, the

Zimbabwe agency that distributed the supplies, has

recommended that future relief be procured within

Zimbabwe, except where goods are unobtainable. 

In tandem with Operation Hope for Zimbabwe,
SACC Provincial Councils and denominational
members have conducted an ongoing ministry to
Zimbabwean refugees in South Africa. Clothing,
food and other relief supplies collected by local
churches were distributed by Provincial Councils
to the thousands of displaced people who seek
refuge in South Africa.

Working for Peace and Justice in Palestine and
Israel

The SACC continued its involvement with the
World Council of Churches’ Ecumenical
Accompaniment Programme for Palestine and

Israel (EAPPI) for a third year, recruiting,
training and sending 11 Ecumenical
Accompaniers (EAs) during 2005. The
programme has enabled very valuable
interaction between the EAs and
colleagues in Palestine and Israel. The EAs
have also been instrumental in raising
public awareness about the situation in the
region through letters and articles posted
on the SACC web site and through the
stories they share upon their return. 

The EAPPI programme has also opened
doors to other forms of cooperation. In
January, the Deputy General Secretary
was invited to take part in the team that
observed the Palestinian presidential

elections. South Africa was the only country
specifically invited to send observers for the
election; the participation of observers from other
countries was co-ordinated by the United Nations
or was conducted independently by international
organisations such as the Carter Center. At the
end of the year, the General Secretary accepted
an invitation to lead the observer mission to
monitor February 2006 elections for members of
the National Palestinian Authority.

Interfaith Delegation to Rwanda

At the invitation of HE Mr Ezra Sigwela, the South
African Ambassador to Rwanda, the SACC
organised an interfaith delegation of religious
leaders to visit Rwanda. The primary objective of
the trip, which coincided with Embassy celebrations
in Kigali to commemorate South Africa’s Day of
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Reconciliation (16 December), was to enable the
South African religious leaders to meet their
Rwandan counterparts to discuss the role of faith
communities in promoting national reconciliation.

The delegation also had a chance to visit the
Gisozi Genocide Memorial, to meet with the
Rwandan Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Co-operation and the Executive Secretary of the
National Unity and Reconciliation Commission,
and to learn more about the Gacaca Courts,
which adapt a traditional method of dealing with
criminal offences to the needs of a society divided
by genocide. Sadly, the delegation found their
meetings with faith communities to be the least
hopeful aspect of their experience. Although
pastors must cope with the strain of ministering to
both perpetrators and survivors of the genocide,
the delegation found that churches did not speak
openly about the difficulties they face. They also
showed little interest in being part of unity and
reconciliation initiatives. Instead, church leaders
warned repeatedly that the only way for
Rwandans to experience true reconciliation was
"to be born again".

On its return, the delegation called on South Africa’s
faith communities to forge active links with people of
faith in Rwanda through consultations and
exchanges at interfaith, ecumenical and
denominational levels. It also urged faith
communities to raise awareness of the danger posed
by the number of former perpetrators operating in
the eastern Democratic Republic of Congo.

Other International Activities

Council representatives accompanied South
African President Thabo Mbeki on a May visit to
the Democratic Republic of Congo as part of the
African Union’s peace and democracy-building
exercise. South African church leaders met with
faith communities in the DRC to discuss the
challenges of political transition and the role of
faith based organisations. The trip also provided
an opportunity to talk with members of the DRC’s
Electoral Commission.

The General Secretary sent a message of
condolence and solidarity to the Namibian
Council of Churches following the discovery of a
series of mass graves in northern Namibia. He

urged South Africans with information about the
graves to come forward, stressed the need to
treat the remains of the dead with dignity and
invited the Namibian Council to suggest ways in
which the SACC might appropriately help to
commemorate these fallen soldiers.

During the year, the Deputy General Secretary
met with and briefed diplomats from the
Embassies of Germany, Israel, Russia, the United
Kingdom and the United States. He also visited
Germany in June to raise African concerns with

German officials as part of the Global Campaign
Against Poverty. The Rev. Jesse Jackson visited
Khotso House in October. The General Secretary
joined the General Secretary of the All Africa
Conference of Churches in visiting exiled Haitian
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide.

ADVOCACY FOR SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC JUSTICE

The struggle for social and economic justice
remains a key priority for the SACC and the
General Secretariat in particular. Important
developments during the year included:

Campaign to Save Jobs

At its first meeting of 2005, the National Executive
Committee received a report detailing the massive
job losses in South African industry over the previous
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decade. The NEC wrote to the
Congress of South African Trade
Unions (COSATU) pledging its
support for the formation of a
“Save Jobs Coalition”. Coalitions
formed in several urban centres,
bringing together labour, faith
groups, and civil society
organisations. Campaign groups
took up COSATU’s call for the
development of a local
procurement code in the retail
clothing sector, fought textile
plant closures, and publicised
recent legislation requiring
garments to bear a label of
origin. In conjunction with the
Coalition, the SACC also
organised a series of events to
mark the Global Week of Action for Trade Justice,
10-16 April. 

People’s Budget

For the fifth consecutive year, the SACC worked
with COSATU and the South African NGO Coalition
to research and publish a People’s Budget to
coincide with the Minister of Finance’s national
budget speech. The People’s Budget offers a
critique of government’s overall macroeconomic
strategy, identifies public programmes to reduce
poverty and unemployment, proposes strategies
to raise additional revenue to cover new
spending, and argues for changes to the budget
process to promote greater public participation.
Shortly after the document’s launch at a press
conference in Parliament, Coalition
representatives met with National Treasury officials

to discuss the issues it raised. The
Coalition also prepared a
detailed response to the
Minister’s annual Medium Term
Budget Policy Statement at the
end of October and appeared
before the parliamentary Joint
Budget Committee to share
their critique of the
government’s macro-
economic policy. Later in the
year, the Minister of Finance,
Trevor Manuel, addressed a
national consultative
conference of People’s Budget
partners. He revealed that he
had made the People’s Budget
required reading for his staff.

Same-Sex Unions

The Council has encouraged its members to
reflect deeply on the moral, ethical and human
rights considerations raised by the emotive issues
of homosexuality and same-sex unions. In May, the
National Executive declined an invitation to join
the “Marriage Alliance”, which opposes the
extension of marriage rights to same-sex couples.
The matter was discussed again by the SACC
Central Committee at its annual meeting in July.
Church leaders adopted an open-ended
resolution acknowledging the sensitive nature of
the topic, calling for churches to adopt an
accepting, rather than a condemnatory attitude
to human sexual diversity and asking the Council
to assist churches to listen carefully and prayerfully
to sexual minorities. At the end of the year, the
SACC began preparing to hold an ecumenical
seminar on the topic early in 2006.

The Council also decided not to intervene in a
Constitutional Court case concerning the
expansion of the legal definition of marriage to
include same-sex partners. In a landmark
judgement, the Court held that the State is
obliged to extend equal protection to same-sex
life partners and gave Parliament one year to do
so. The Council welcomed the sensitivity of the
Court’s ruling, noting that they had sought to
protect the civil rights of same-sex partners whilst
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refraining from imposing any duty or obligation on
religious institutions to bless these relationships. The
Council’s Parliamentary Office continues to
monitor relevant legislative developments.

Combating Violence against 
Women and Children

In addition to the Parliamentary Office’s work on
the Children’s Bill (see below), the Council took
part in the launch of the annual period of Sixteen
Days of Activism on Violence against Women and
Children in November and December. The
General Secretary’s office worked with other
members of the National Religious Leaders’ Forum
to develop an interfaith statement endorsing the
global campaign, acknowledging the failure of
religious communities, in particular, to enable
women and children to participate fully in
institutional life, and undertaking to take action to
halt the abuse of women and children. The SACC
organised a special ecumenical prayer service at
Khotso House to highlight the campaign’s
themes, as did some provincial councils. 

Provincial councils also took action. In Limpopo,
the SACC established a Pastoral Counselling Forum
to collect data on the abuse of street children.
Churches in NorthWest launched the Kgetleng
Rivier Life Care Centre to provide sanctuary and
counselling for victims of domestic abuse.

Appropriate and Affordable Funerals

Both the 2001 and 2004 National Conferences
raised concerns about the high cost and
increasing ostentation associated with Christian
funerals and unveiling of tombstones, particularly in
the South African context where HIV and poverty
affect so many households. The 2004 Conference
specifically petitioned the Council to “lobby
government to set up a statutory body involving all
stakeholders to regulate the funeral industry” and
to “oppose the privatisation of cemeteries”.

In response to these calls, the SACC convened a
national conference, “Towards Regulation of the
Funeral Industry”, in Johannesburg in November.
The meeting brought together more than 150
stakeholders – including funeral directors, church
leaders, burial society members, government
officials and representatives of the financial

services industry – to help to identify the factors
that often prevent South Africans from
commemorating their loved ones in appropriate,
dignified, meaningful and affordable ways.

The discussions revealed that undertakers and
funeral directors, state officials, insurance
companies and churches all engage in practices
that impose unnecessary burdens on the
bereaved and compromise their ability to honour
the deceased in a dignified manner. During 2006,
the Council will seek to deepen this discussion by
gathering additional input from local communities
that can inform a set of recommendations to
government, business and the church about how
to address these obstacles effectively.

CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS

Relations with the State were tested early in the

year when an African National Congress Member

of Parliament, Mr Butana Khompela, publicly

labelled Archbishop Tutu a traitor for questioning

the depth of transformation in sport. His outburst

came just three months after President Mbeki

criticised the Archbishop Emeritus for his remarks

on persistent poverty and inequality during his

Mandela Lecture. Church leaders asked the

Council to minister to the Archbishop, so an SACC

delegation made a pastoral visit to his Cape Town

offices to pray with him. The SACC National

Executive later met with the ANC Secretary

General, Mr Kgalema Motlanthe, and a Working

Committee to discuss mutual relations and

understanding of our respective roles in the nation. 

The Council continues to have regular contact
with state officials and various organs of
government. Under the auspices of the National
Religious Leaders Forum, the SACC took part in
Working Committee sessions with President Mbeki.
The Working Committee has identified a number
of areas for cooperation, including fighting
HIV/AIDS, poverty and corruption and promoting
moral regeneration.

Other significant areas of co-operation included:

• The negotiation of a partnership agreement
with the National Traditional Leaders’ Forum
chaired by Nkosi Mpiyezintombi Mzimela. 
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• Working with the Department of Correctional
Services on the Prisoners Remission Programme
and generally on promoting restorative justice
for both victims and offenders. 

• Developing a co-operation agreement
between the Council and the Army Chaplaincy.

• Pastoral support to former Deputy President
Jacob Zuma and his successor, Phumzile
Mlambo-Ngcuka.

• Supporting the African Peer Review Mechanism
process managed by Minister Geraldine Fraser-
Moleketi and soliciting comments from the faith
sector on the government report.

Engagement with Global Partners

The Council held its annual discussion with
ecumenical partners at Kempton Park in April. The
meeting was attended by representatives of
Christian Aid, Bread for the World, EED, Diakonia
Sweden, and the United Church of Canada.
SACC leaders also took part in meetings with their
German counterparts in Berlin and Hanover in
order to facilitate cooperation between churches
in the two countries. Swiss Protestant churches also
took part in one of the meetings. 

The SACC continues to discuss issues arising out of
the apartheid era with partners in Germany and
Switzerland. Church Leaders from the three
countries convened a seminar on the role of
German and Swiss banks and businesses under
apartheid. Much material of historical importance
to South Africa is emerging from this continuing
inquiry.

The Council continues to follow the progress of the
civil claims instituted by victims of apartheid in
New York courts. SACC staff consult regularly on

the matter with groups representing victims of
gross human rights violations, especially
Khulumani. This contact is mandated by a Triennial
Conference resolution highlighting the need to
ensure that victims’ rights are not violated further. 

Some of the other significant opportunities for
ecumenical engagement and exchange in which
the Council participated during 2005 include:

• World Conference on Mission and Evangelism in
Greece (9-16 May)

• Reconfiguring the New All Africa Conference of
Churches

• FOCCISA Consultation in Swaziland (25-28 May)

• Kirchentag and Church Leaders Consultation,
Germany (29-31 May)

• Conference on Crime at the University of
Pretoria

• Conference on Social Development (with EFSA
and Tuzing Academy)

• World Council of Churches Alternatives to
Globalisation Conference in Brazil

• Conference on Art and Reconciliation

The Council also hosted a number of global and
continental partners including Bishop Krause,
Chairperson of EED, the Vice Moderator of 
the United Church of Canada, and visitors 
from Sri Lanka, Kenya, Canada, Norway, and
United States. 
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PROGRAMME REPORTS
JUSTICE MINISTRIES

Justice Ministries’ work focuses on five main
themes. The Covenant and Land Programme

promotes equitable distribution, sustainable use
and good stewardship of South Africa’s land
resources. The Programme, in cooperation with
German churches, continued to
accompany a number of
communities in KwaZulu-Natal and
Limpopo. In Limpopo, for example,
the SACC Limpopo helped the
displaced community of
Boomplaas to return to its original
land by facilitating popular
discussion and awareness of the
community’s settlement plan,
advising the committee responsible
for implementing the plan, and
assisting with the establishment of a
primary school for the community.
During the past year, the Council
also joined other civil society
organisations in raising concerns
about the scale and pace of land reform at a
long-awaited National Land Summit convened by
government. Justice Ministries cooperated with the
Trust for Community Outreach and Education
(TCOE) to mount a
photo exhibition
on rural agriculture
and land reform
that drew
attention to
community lands
s t r u g g l e s
throughout South
Africa.

The Education for
Democracy Pro-
gramme was
especially busy
during the latter
part of the year with preparations for the March
2006 Municipal elections. Provin-cial councils of
churches liaised Independent Elec-toral Com-
mission officials in their areas to work out logistical
arrangements, and each province identified

coordinators who were trained at a national event
in December. In Gauteng, the Council published a
set of proposals for restoring peace and a culture
of learning in secondary schools in
Johannesburg’s Alexandra township. Council
representatives presented the document,
“Making Schools Work”, to the provincial
legislature, which incorporated the proposales

into a plan of action credited with
catalysing substantial
improvements in learner pass rates.

As a part of the Human Rights
Programme, SACC structures
monitor and highlight incidents of
human rights abuses, often
accompanying the victims or their
families through traumatic legal
proceedings. During 2005,
provincial councils in Limpopo and
Mpumalanga provided support to
the families of farmworkers
murdered in apparently racially
motivated attacks. Several
provinces offered seminars to

familiarise church activists with the provisions of
the Promotion of Equality and Prevention of Unfair
Discrimination Act. An SACC Gauteng initiative
focused on restoring the dignity of ex-combatants

who have been
poorly reinte-
grated into
society. With the
assistance of the
National Peace
Accord, the
C o u n c i l
produced a
publication that
enabled ex-
combatants to
tell their own
stories and
highlighted some
of the key

difficulties they experience. The province also
pioneered an innovative programme of
“ecotherapy” and life skills training to equip ex-
combatants to find livelihoods.
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Justice Ministries continues to play
an active role on the boards of
both the Ecumenical Service for
Socio-Economic Transformation
(ESSET) and the Benchmarks
Foundation of South Africa for
Corporate Social Responsibility
(BeFSA) as one component of its
Economic Justice Programme. The
Programme Director also serves as
the Chairperson of the Southern
African chapter of the African
Union’s Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOCC). As a result,
the All African Conference of
Churches now has observer status
with the AU. The Council co-ordinated faith sector
input into the South African country review
undertaken in terms of the AU African Peer Review
Mechanism.

The Programme also administered the Faith-Based
Youth Development Project, which
was made possible though a
partnership with the South African
Government’s Umsobomvu Youth
Fund. The project offered South
African Qualifications Authority
(SAQA) accredited life skills training
to more than 270 youth. A second
phase of the project helped the
young people who completed the
course to start up their own
enterprises or to secure positions as
community development workers.
Certain provinces augmented the
national training scheme with local
modules. The Gauteng Council, for
instance, provided additional
leadership training through wilderness pro-
grammes and structured “Dependable Strength”
workshops that help participants to identify and
develop their talents.

During 2005, the Deputy General Secretary, Eddie
Makue, also served as Director of the Justice
Ministries Programme. He was assisted by 
Joyce Mokoena. The Rev. Mogomotsi Diutlwileng
headed the Faith-Based Youth Development
Project. 

HEALTH PROGRAMME

Given that South Africa continues
to experience one of the highest
national rates of HIV infection in
the world, the Council’s Health
Programme concentrates on
enabling churches to address the
HIV and AIDS crisis. The programme
has five main aspects.

First, the Council seeks to mobilise
churches to combat stigma and
discrimination faced by people
living with HIV and AIDS. National
and provincial staff conducted
training seminars for clergy and

other church leaders in Eastern Cape, Free State,
Limpopo, Mpumalanga and NorthWest during
2005. The events enabled participants to develop
practical ways of making churches more open
and welcoming to people living with HIV. In some

cases, the seminars became the
catalyst for the creation of clergy
networks or the strengthening of
cooperation with public and
private agencies working on issues
of common concern. Widespread
participation in World AIDS Day
events also helped to underscore
the Church’s care and concern for
infected and affected individuals.

Second, the national and provincial
councils engaged in education
and dialogue aimed at the
prevention of new infection. The
national office organised symposia
on the efficacy and use of
condoms in the Eastern Cape, Free

State, Limpopo and Mpumalanga and conducted
a seminar on HIV for youth, with the cooperation of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church (Natal-Transvaal)
and ESKOM, the state power company. The SACC
Gauteng brought together 280 congregations in
the province to recruit and train young people to
provide door-to-door education on abstinence
and transmission preventions in communities
around Johannesburg and Pretoria. The KwaZulu-
Natal Christian Council (KZNCC) sponsored an
essay contest on masculinity in the context of the
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AIDS pandemic and published the
winning entries in a booklet.

A third area of focus has been
improving nutrition for families
touched by the HI virus. The SACC
Gauteng has been a pioneer in this
regard, initiating five agricultural
projects to help people living with
HIV and AIDS to grow vegetables
to enhance their diets and improve
their resistance to disease.

The Council has also undertaken
research to inform and improve its
responses to the AIDS pandemic.
The most ambitious study was co-
ordinated by the KZNCC, which conducted a
comprehensive audit and evaluation of church-
related HIV and AIDS programmes in the province.
The Council published its findings and is now using
the insights gained in future planning.

Finally, the SACC engages in policy
advocacy and implementation
monitoring to promote more
effective and appropriate public
policy on HIV and AIDS. The Council
worked with other civil society
organisations to make submissions
on the government’s draft Health
Charter. The Council continues to
be represented on the board of the
Treatment Action Campaign (TAC).
During 2005, the SACC publicly
supported TAC’s litigation against
the Mathias Rath Foundation,
which was accused of persuading
people to use Dr. Rath’s proprietary
micronutrient supplements instead
of life-prolonging anti-retroviral (ARV) medications.
In several provinces, Council officials have made
representations to provinvial leaders. In the Eastern
Cape, for example, the SACC took part in a
successful letter writing campaign aimed at
pressing the Premier to provide ARVs at Frontier
Hospital in Queenstown.

Although the Health Programme focuses on HIV
and AIDS, it also responds to other health crises. In
September, when ground water contamination
sparked a cholera outbreak in Delmas,

Mpumalanga, that left at least four
people dead, a Council
delegation, led by the Senior Vice-
President, Ms Thabisile Msezane,
made a pastoral visit to the area.

The Rev. Teboho Klaas is the
national Programme Director for
Health Ministries. He is assisted by
Jenny Scharnek.

Poverty Eradication

South Africa continues to
experience alarming levels of
poverty and inequality, which
underscore the need for the

church to strive tirelessly for an end to poverty. The
SACC’s Poverty Eradication programme promotes
food security and job creation, as well as
facilitating poor households’ access to credit and
to social grants.

The SACC enabled communities in
six provinces to initiate gardening
and poultry projects to improve
food security. Projects launched in
2005 included:

• Sifundzile Poultry Farm,
Mpumalanga

• Sinethemba Matsulu Women’s
Project (vegetable garden and
nursery), Mpumalanga

• Retladira Multipurpose Community
Vegetable Garden, NorthWest

• Koffikraal Vegetable Garden,
NorthWest

• Kerksdorp Vegetable Garden,
NorthWest

• Roosboom Vegetable Garden, KwaZulu-Natal

• Lucitania Vegetable Garden, KwaZulu-Natal

• Itereleng Young People’s Veggie Garden,
Kimberly, Northern Cape

• Hlanganani Community Project (vegetable
garden for older and disabled people), Limpopo

• Vegetable gardens on church-owned land
near QwaQwa and Boshoff in the Free State.
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Rev. Teboho Klaas,
Director: Health Programme

Jenny Scharnek assists the 
Health Programme



The Council offered participants
training in project management
and fundraising.

Provincial Councils also explored a
number of creative strategies to
enhance food security, such as a
gardening competition on church
lands (Eastern Cape), partnering
with commercial farmers to fence
and sustain community gardens
(KwaZulu-Natal), and a feasibility
study for fish farming in QwaQwa
(Free State). The national SACC
office produced and distributed
educational material on
genetically modified organisms to
encourage a critical understanding of the
potential impact of GMOs on food security and
sustainable development.

The Poverty
E r a d i c a t i o n
programme also
h e l p e d
communities to
start job creation
and training
schemes during
2005. These
included block
making and arts
and crafts
projects in
KwaZulu-Natal, a
juice making
business in the

Free State, the Happy Ladies sewing project in
Limpopo and the Kharkams Community Bakery in
Northern Cape. Several of the graduates of
Gauteng’s provincial “Dependable Strength”
leadership training programme attributed their
subsequent success in finding work to the skills and
confidence they developed on the course.

Most of the Council’s national food security and
job creation activities during 2005 were financed
through a special partnership agreement with
South Africa’s National Development Agency.

A growing body of research suggests that the
fastest and most effective way to achieve

sustainable reductions in poverty
levels is through direct transfers.
The SACC is helping families to
understand and access state
social grants through initiatives
such as the Mafikeng Street Kids
Programme in NorthWest. Council
officials in the Eastern Cape
participated in a “road show”
sponsored by the Premier’s office
to publicise availability of funding
in terms of Premier’s Poverty
Programme. The SACC also
continues to promote the concept
of a universal Basic Income Grant
to eliminate extreme destitution.

Finally, during 2005 the SACC sought to enable
women to harness their resources by developing a
savings culture and using their savings to improve
access to credit. The Council registered
Ecumenical Women’s Talents as an independent,
not-for-profit entity.

Tiny Leshika directs the Poverty Eradication
programme with the assistance of Theresa
Ramphomane. Nkosazana Maqoma co-ordinates
the special NDA food security and job creation
projects.

HEALING AND RECONCILIATION

The Council’s
Healing and
Reconci l iat ion
programme is
directed by the
Rev. Canon Luke
Lungile Pato, with
the assistance of
Joyce Mokoena.
The programme’s
work focuses on
four key themes.

As part of its
t r a n s c e n d i n g
racism initiative,
the Council
trained 65 Commissioners in Gauteng, KwaZulu-
Natal and Western Cape, equipping them to help
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Nkosazana Maqoma 
co-ordinates special NDA poverty 

eradication projects

Theresa Ramphomane assists the
Poverty Eradication Programme

Canon Luke Pato, Director: Healing
and Reconciliation



churches to recognise and address racial and
gender justice issues in local congregations and
communities. In October, the Healing and
Reconciliation programme convened a national
consultation on racial and gender justice in faith-
based communities. The gathering marked the
culmination of a cycle of research launched in
response to a resolution of the 2001 National
Conference. Seventy delegates from a range of
faith-based and secular civil society organizations
participated in the two-day event, which
challenged faith communities to develop
strategies to combat all forms of discrimination
within their structures. Participants urged religious

bodies to develop employment equity plans, to
review their respective constitutions to identify
areas of inconsistency with the South African
Constitution and equality legislation and to
develop concrete proposals to address these
gaps. SACC member churches will report on their
progress at the 2006 Central Committee meeting.
Those present also undertook to use the
Racial/Gender Justice Commissioners to
capacitate ten churches in each of three
provinces to engage racial and gender justice
issues during the second half of 2006.

Under the banner of peace building, national and
provincial staff helped to mediate conflicts in a
number of communities including Diepsloot,
Olievenhoutsbosch, Zakhele and Freedom Park. A
number of these disputes arose out of xenophobic
responses to new immigrants, especially people
displaced from their homes in Zimbabwe. The
Council also intervened in the conflicts arising out
of the reassignment of cross-border municipalities,
such as Khutsong and Kgalagadi. In September,

the SACC brought together opposing factions of
the St. John’s Apostolic Faith Mission in an effort to
bring an end to a dispute that has divided the
church for more than 30 years. The Free State
SACC has contributed to community peace and
reconciliation by working with the provincial
Department of Corrections on a project to
reintegrate released offenders into communities.

The Programme sought to raise awareness of the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s
recommendations on reparations by addressing
church leaders in the Eastern Cape, Gauteng,
Mpumalanga and the Western Cape. In
Mpumalanga, some churches have rallied
behind the litigation being brought by the
Khulumani Support Group and have begun to use
a safety pin as a symbol of commitment to
reparations for the gross injustices of apartheid.
Council officials also met with the Minister of
Justice to urge government to reconsider its
“closed list” policy with respect to reparations, as
many survivors of gross human rights violations
were unable to appear before the TRC.

Reconciliation and Healing worked to promote
ecumenical dialogue by convening local
ecumenical forums. This initiative has been
especially effective in Gauteng where the West
Rand dialogue group has focused on resolving
divisions between African Instituted and mainline
churches.

Finally, the Reconciliation and Healing Programme
also co-ordinates the Council’s involvement in the
Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme for
Palestine and Israel, discussed in greater detail in
the General Secretary’s report above.
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A discussion group at the racial gender justice consultation

Ecumenical Accompaniers in Hebron



EMERGENCY RELIEF

The Emergency Relief Programme has been
without a Director since the departure of the Rev.
White Rakuba in February. The Council is exploring
new ways of partnering with member churches to
find cost-effective strategies to ensure that the
SACC has a continuing capacity to address to
emergency needs.

PARLIAMENTARY OFFICE

The Council’s
P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Office works
around five main
themes. Building
D e m o c r a t i c
I n s t i t u t i o n s
focuses on
l e g i s l a t i o n
mandated by
South Africa’s
d e m o c r a t i c
constitution. Most
of these
l e g i s l a t i v e
obligations have
now been

fulfilled, except for the adoption of a
parliamentary process for the amendment of
money bills. In June, the Office made a submission
to the SA Human Rights Commission hearings on
Voluntary Associations and the Equality Act,
affirming the relevance of the 
concept of “unfair discrimination” in relation to
organisational membership policies.

Securing Justice for the Poor emphasises
appropriate allocation of land and public
resources to counter poverty and inequality. The
Parliamentary Office represents the SACC on the
national steering committee of the People’s
Budget Campaign and coordinates the Council’s
participation in the development and presentation
of annual responses to the national budget and
the Medium-Term Budget Policy Statement. It also
serves on the National Executive Committee of the
Basic Income Grant Coalition, which advocates
the introduction of a universal income support
grant, and on the steering committee of the Save

Jobs Coalition. During the year, the Office worked
with colleagues in the Catholic Parliamentary
Liaison Office and COSATU’s Parliamentary Office
to convene a consultation on the draft National
Credit Bill and to prepare a submission on the Bill
that highlighted issues raised by participants.

The SACC celebrated the enactment of the
landmark Children’s Bill at the end of 2005. For
more than seven years, the Office monitored and
commented on the Bill as a part of its work on
Nurturing Children and Families. Although several
progressive but controversial provisions of earlier
drafts were excised – including guaranteed
access to income support for children in need –
the Bill’s rights-based ethos represents an
important extension of legal protection for
children. The Office also made a submission to
Parliament on the Older Persons’ Bill. 

In connection with the theme of Strengthening
Peace and Security, the Director represented the
SACC as part of an interfaith visit to Poland and
Israel. The trip was sponsored by the SA Jewish
Board of Deputies to mark the 60th anniversary of
the liberation of Auschwitz and gave the SACC an
opportunity to share insights on the importance of
religious tolerance and respect as a factor in
breaking cycles of violence and warfare.

The Office continued to convene the Religious Tax
Policy Working Group as part of Creating an
Enabling Environment for Faith-Based
Organisations. The interfaith group monitors the
impact of tax legislation on religious institutions
and meets regularly with South African Revenue
Service and Treasury officials to discuss matters of
concern. The Office also made a submission to
Parliament on proposed amendments to the
Income Tax Act. Several of the SACC’s concerns
were taken into account in the revised version of
the Bill ultimately enacted by Parliament.

The Parliamentary Office again co-ordinated the
annual Parliamentary Prayer Service, held to mark
the opening of Parliament in February. The 2005
service was held in the Groote Kerk. The service
enables public servants to start the legislative year
with reflection and worship, and reminds them
that they are constantly upheld in prayer by their
fellow South Africans.
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Rev. Keith Vermeulen, Director:
Parliamentary Office



The Rev. Keith Vermeulen serves as Director of the
Parliamentary Office in Cape Town. Dr. Douglas Tilton
was Associate for Research and Communication
through September, when he moved to
Johannesburg to work with the General Secretariat. 

COMMUNICATIONS

Fr. Jo Mdhlela heads the SACC’s
Communications Unit and serves as
the Council’s primary media
spokesperson. During 2005, the
Communications Unit issued more
than 50 press statements on a
variety of topics. These are
distributed electronically and also
posted on the Council’s web site,
www.sacc.org.za. 

Provincial councils, too, are
important channels for
communication. In Limpopo, the

provincial council shares local
church news via a weekly radio
programme.

FAITH AND MISSION

The Faith and Mission Unit falls under
the General Secretariat and is
responsible for strengthening
ecumenical cooperation and
sharing the theological foundation
for ecumenism. It also provides
pastoral and spiritual care for SACC
staff. Fr. Jo Mdhlela was appointed to
facilitate the Unit’s work in August
2005. Prior to that, Canon Luke Pato
was responsible for Faith and Mission
activities on an interim basis.

Provincial councils play a central role
in building ecumenical relationships.

Provincial Executive Committees and annual
general meetings provide important opportunities
for ecumenical exchange and joint action.
Provincial SACC staff facilitate the formation and

work of local structures, such as
Ministers Fraternal and Women’s
Prayer Groups, and organise
ecumenical worship services to mark a
variety of occasions. New Ecumenical
Secretaries in the Western Cape and
the Free State have worked to
strengthen the commitment of
members to the Council’s ecumenical
vision through personal visits to church
leaders. The KZNCC sponsored an
ecumenical symposium on theology
and government; SACC Gauteng
holds monthly breakfasts to enable
church leaders to share fellowship and
prayer.
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Former SACC General Secretary, Dr. Frank Chikane (c.) was one of the clergy
members who participated in the 2005 Parliamentary Prayer Service

Fr. Jo Mdhlela heads the 
Council’s Communications and 

Faith & Mission Unit

As a National Council of Churches and Institutions, the SACC, acting on behalf of its
member churches, is called by the Triune God to work for moral reconstruction in

South Africa, focussing on issues of justice, reconciliation, integrity of creation and the
eradication of poverty and contributing towards the empowerment of all who are

spiritually, socially and economically marginalised.

SA Church Leaders visit Gisozi Memorial with Ambassador Sigwela



ADMINISTRATION
FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY

The Council faced serious financial problems
at the beginning of the year, due in part to

unfavourable exchange rate movements that
deflated the rand value of foreign pledges.

Action by the National Executive Committee
and the Council’s international partners helped
to avert disaster. The Central Committee also
gave priority to financial concerns at its July
meeting. A Financial Sustainability Commission
recommended the preparation of a
comprehensive business plan for the SACC and
the Central Committee appointed a working
group to prepare such a document. The group
met twice in the last half of the year to draft a
plan to avert an estimated year-end deficit of
R2-3 million. Key components of the plan
included trimming 13 staff positions around the

country, moving
the management
functions of Khotso
House Properties
out of the SACC
and into an
independent entity,
and conducting a
systematic review
of administrative
e x p e n d i t u r e s
(insurance, tele-
communications,
office supplies,

motor vehicle expenses, etc.) to identify ways of
curtailing spending. This exercise was highly
successful and left the Council with a slight
surplus at the end of the year.

The success of the emergency plan provides a
solid foundation for a three-year business plan that
focuses on generating additional income from
Council members and domestic sources, as well
as implementing further cost-cutting measures.
The business plan will be submitted to the 2006
Central Committee meeting for further scrutiny
and approval.

In October, the SACC was registered as Non-Profit
Organisation. A pending application for
recognition as a tax-exempt Public Benefit
Organisation is likely to be approved by SARS in
early 2006.

GOVERNANCE

The National Executive Committee met four times
during 2005: in January, February, May and
October. The Central Committee met on 11 and
12 July at Woodmead Conference Centre in
Johannesburg.

STAFF CHANGES

The Council initiated extensive restructuring in a
number of provincial councils during the year. In
the Western Cape, the Provincial Executive
Committee appointed a new Ecumenical
Secretary, the Rev. Roger Roman, in March to fill a
vacancy created by the resignation of the Rev.
Keith Benjamin. The Free State also employed a
new Ecumenical Secretary during this period, the
Rev. Jeremiah Lesshope, to replace the Rev.
Philemon Talane. The Provincial Executive, in
consultation with the General Secretary’s office, is
also overseeing a process of strategic
repositioning that may ultimately involve changes
to staffing patterns. The Northern Cape is
undergoing a similar restructuring process, under
the leadership of the acting Ecumenical
Secretary, the Rev. Chris Hendricks. In the Eastern
Cape, the resignation of the Rev. Lulama
Ntshingwa after many years as Ecumenical
Secretary left another critical vacancy. 
Ms. Nkosazana Maqoma was appointed acting
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Abie Mokoena, Print Room; Nokulunga Khoza, Administrative
Secretary and Peter Sibeko, Mail Room

Cheryl Fasser-Isineyi,
Human Resources Manager



Ecumenical Secretary while the Provincial
Executive conducted a search process that led to
the appointment of Ms. Unathi Malinzi in October.

Towards the end of October, retrenchment
packages were offered to staff in Western Cape 
(2 persons), Gauteng (2 persons), North West 
(5 staff), Northern Cape (2 persons), Limpopo (one
person) and Mpumalanga (one person). The
national budget could no longer afford the
employment of these dedicated staff members,
some of whom had been with the Council for
more than a decade. Mr. Gosiame Choabi, the
remaining staff person in Mpumalanga, was
transferred to the SACC Gauteng.

At the beginning of the year, the SACC welcomed
a new Director of Finance, Ms. Mandy Chinasamy.
In fact, Mandy is returning to the Council, having
served with distinction as Finance Director in the
late 1980s.

In February, the Rev White Rakuba, the former
head of Emergency Relief and Ministry to
Uprooted Persons, was appointed Director of the
Geneva-based Action by Churches Together
(ACT) International. He is the first African to head
this important organisation.

At the end of the year, Ms. Tiny Leshika, the
Director of the Council’s Poverty Eradication
Programme and head of the Women and
Children’s desk, left to head Ecumenical
Women’s Talents, a new organisation that has
been created by the Ecumenical Women’s
Conference. Ms Nkosazana Maqoma, the former
acting head of the Eastern Cape Provincial

Council, moved to Johannesburg in October to
work with Tiny. She will serve as the Programme’s
Acting Director from the beginning of 2006 and
will continue to coordinate special NDA-funded
projects.

Dr. Douglas Tilton, a Presbyterian Church (USA)
mission worker who has worked with the Council’s
Parliamentary Office since 1998 also moved to
Johannesburg in October to assist the General
Secretariat with Communications and Information
Technology matters. 

The General Secretary’s term of office expires in
April 2006. Dr. Tsele has indicated that he does not
wish to renew his contract. Consequently, the
National Executive Committee launched a
national search process in December with the
intention of identifying an appropriate candidate
early in 2006.

The Council reports with great sadness the passing
of Mr. Richard Khanyi on 28 November at the age
of 52. A fifteen-year veteran of the Council,
Richard became a driver for the SACC in 1991 and
served four successive General Secretaries. For
many of the Council's visitors, he was their first
point of contact as he greeted them on arrival at
Johannesburg Airport. Richard was a humble and
gentle man with a sly sense of humour who always
treated everyone with respect. He performed his
duties faithfully and diligently, often beyond the
call of duty. He is sorely missed by his friends and
colleagues at the SACC and by all whose lives he
has touched. We thank God for his service to the
Ecumenical Movement.
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The SACC Central Committee met at Woodmead in July 2005
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FINANCIAL REPORT

Mandy Chinasamy is Director of the SACC’s
Finance Department. A breakdown of the

Council’s income and expenditure for 2004 and
2005 appears on the following pages.

The SACC Finance Department: Busi Tsotetsi, Bookkeeper;
Bongi Mpungose, Finance and Administration Manager; and

Winnie Ndebele, Accounts Clerk

SOUTH AFRICAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
CONSOLIDATED INCOME

for the year ending 31 December 2005

2005
R

Income: 14,942,332

Administration/Management Fees Received 873,310
Grants and Donations Received 14,048,993
Sundry Income 20,029

Other Income: 3,705,280

Affiliation Fees Received 53,116
Dividends Received 51,588
Interest Received 141,657
Khotso House: Rent Received 2,413,172
Profit & Loss on Disposal of Assets 6,693
Profit & Loss on Disposal of Investments 853,761
Sundry Income 185,293

Provincial Councils: Grants Received – SACC National Office 1,119,602

Eastern Cape Provincial Council 56,560
Free State Provincial Council 118,900
Gauteng Provincial Council 249,383
KwaZulu Natal Provincial Council 136,956
Limpopo Provincial Council 135,135
Mpumalanga Provincial Council 109,120
Northern Cape Provincial Council 60,373
North West Provincial Council 102,435
Western Cape Provincial Council 150,740

Total Income 19,767,214
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SOUTH AFRICAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
GRANTS AND DONATIONS RECEIVED

31 December 2005

2005 2004
R R

Action Aid International – SA 165,000
Action by Churches Together (ACT) 271,420
Aktion Bundesschluss – Germany 69,484
Bread for the World (BROT) – Germany 1,000,000 900,000
Christian Aid – UK 731,451 908,138
Christian Council of Sweden 658,126 646,761
Church of Scotland 22,959
Church of Sweden 1,887,227 2,988,748
Clientele Life – SA 25,000
Dan Church Aid – Denmark 67,554 189,472
Diakonia Sweden 552,788 499,493
Ecumenical Group 1,740
Ethiopian Episcopal Church – SA 5,000
Evangelical Lutheran Kerk in SA (ELKSA) 159,570
Evangelisch Synodalverband – Germany 51,091
Evangelische Entwicklungsdienst (EED) – Germany 2,408,207 1,733,170
Evangelisches Missionswerk (EMW) – Germany 195,693
First National Bank (FNB) – SA 20,000 25,000
Foundation for Human Rights in South Africa 200,000 335,110
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung – Germany 9,735
G TECH South Africa 30,000
General Board of Global Ministries – USA 106,487
Global Ministries – USA 25,800 60,727
Global Ministries of the Uniting Churches in the Netherlands 309,428 403,543
Hilfswerk der Evangelischen Kirchen Schweiz (HEKS) – Switzerland 202,867 434,422
Hollard Insurance – SA 35,000
ICCO Foundation – Netherlands 623,296 593,551
Individual Contributions (Project Hope) – SA 36,787
Individual Contributions (Tsunami Relief) – SA 198,885
Kagiso Exhibitions – SA 20,000
Kaizer Chiefs – SA 15,000
Karibu Foundation – Germany 63,042
Kirchengemeinde Matthaus Hildesheim – Germany 59,372
KwaZulu-Natal Church Leaders 12,000
Legal Aid Board – SA 2,000
LFM Smollens – SA 20,000
Methodist Church of SA – Various Congregations 116,917
Moravian Church of SA – Various Congregations 27,506
Murray & Roberts Limited – SA 500,000
National Development Agency (NDA) – SA 2,392,000
Nelson Mandela Foundation – SA 559,897
Norwegian Church Aid (NCA) 821,268 1,217,554
OXFAM – UK 175,000
Plowshares Institute – USA 3,167
Premiumideas – SA 25,000
Presbyterian Church – Midrand 16,597
Presbyterian Church (USA) 65,689 168,299

Sub-Total C/F 13,128,231 12,940,807
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SOUTH AFRICAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
GRANTS AND DONATIONS RECEIVED

31 December 2005

2005 2004
R R

Balance b/f 13,228,850 12,940,807

SA Sport Commission 20,000
SACC Ecumenical Women's Talent 7,895
SACC National Conference 358,434
SAMROW – SA 20,000
Simba (Pty) Ltd – SA 25,000
Simeka TWA – SA 20,000
St Andrew Street Church of Christ – New Zealand 14,044
Stewart Scott International – SA 25,000
Sundry donations – SA 1,504,396
Sundry donations – USA 50,680
Thebe Investments Corporation – SA 35,000
Umsobomvu Youth Fund – SA 2,587,050
United Church of Canada 269,107
United Churches in the Netherlands 20,000
United Nations Development Program (UNDP) – SA 124,765 149,250
Uniting Presbyterian Church – SA 151,781
Uthingo Management (Pty) Ltd – SA 60,000
Various SA Church Congregations (Project Hope) 6,570
Various SA Church Congregations (Tsunami Relief) 28,359
Vodacom Foundation – SA 50,000
World Council of Churches (WCC) – Geneva 44,179 581,280
World Student Christian Federation – Geneva 24,951

Grand Total 13,979,931 18,266,848

Add: Funds carried over from previous year 666,222 1,091,050

Less: Funds carried over to next year -597,160 -666,222

Bread for the World (BROT) – Germany -190,570 300,000
Christian Aid – UK -193,907
Dan Church Aid – Denmark -67,554 92,213
Sundry Donors -44,510
Tribute to Desmond Tutu Fund 49,950
United Church of Canada -100,619
United Nations Development Program (UNDP) – SA 149,250
World Council of Churches (WCC) – Geneva 74,809

Accrued Income 14,048,993 18,691,676

Ongoing Special Projects: 123,353 757,895

Ecumenical Accompaniment Program in Palestine & Israel (EAPPI) 205,457 161,535
Nelson Mandela Foundation: HIV/AIDS, Sex and Sexuality 161,807
Transcending Racism in the Church and Community -3,645 145,382
Umsobomvu Youth Fund - SA 289,171
SA Civil Society Observation Coalition (SACSOC) -78,459

14,172,346 17,933,781
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Net Surplus/
Key Programme Areas and Projects Income Expenses (Deficit)

Administration and Finance 1,987,656 1,987,656 0
General Secretary’s Office 2,622,736 2,622,736 0
Communications Unit 224,089 146, 606 77,483
Public Policy Liaison Unit 441,720 330,659 111,061
National Emergency Relief Fund 82,427 82,427 0
Tsunami Benefit Concert 345,000 345,000 0
Tsunami Relief Fund 699,615 661,349 38,266
Project Hope for Zimbabwe 67,842 1,243 66,599
SA Faith Communities Environment Institute 274,015 266,023 7,992
Poverty and Women 422,003 422,003 0
16 Days of Activism 7,895 25,627 -17,732
Poverty Eradication – NDA Special Project 2,431,675 1,162,706 1,268,969
Ecumenical Women’s Talent 339,173 527,287 -188,114
Promoting Health 797,102 788,227 8,875
Ensuring Justice 503,927 503,927 0
Covenant and Land 120,575 0 120,575
Faith Based Youth Development 194,297 194,297 0
SA Civil Society Observation Coalition (SACSOC) 0 78,459 -78,459
Proclaiming Reconciliation 297,083 297,083 0
Ecumenical Accompaniers Program in Palestine & Israel 658,126 614,204 43,922
Transcending Racism in the Church and Community 244,877 396,383 -151,506
Eastern Cape Provincial Council 347,750 347,750 0
Free State Provincial Council 345,612 345,612 0
Gauteng Provincial Council 680,812 680,812 0
KwaZulu Natal Provincial Council 452,237 452,237 0
Limpopo Provincial Council 599,816 599,816 0
Mpumalanga Provincial Council 359,771 359,771 0
Northern Cape Provincial Council 309,496 309,496 0
North West Provincial Council 808,876 808,876 0
Western Cape Provincial Council 682,502 682,502 0
Khotso House Property Department 2,418,510 2,272,852 145,658

Totals 19,767,214 18,313,625 1,453,589

SOUTH AFRICAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
PROGRAMME EXPENDITURE

for the year ending 31 December 2005
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FULL MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

African Catholic Church
African Methodist Episcopal Church
Apostolic Faith Mission of South Africa
Baptist Convention
Church of the Province of Southern Africa
Coptic Orthodox Church
Council of African Instituted Churches
Dutch Reformed Church (Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk)
Ethiopian Episcopal Church
Evangelical Church in South Africa
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa
Evangelical Lutheran Church in South Africa (Natal/Transvaal)
Evangelical Presbyterian Church in South Africa
Greek Orthodox Archbishopric of Johannesburg & Pretoria
Hervormde Kerk in Suidelike Afrika
International Federation of Christian Churches
Methodist Church of Southern Africa
Moravian Church in Southern Africa
Presbyterian Church in Africa
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
Salvation Army
Southern African Catholic Bishops' Conference
United Congregational Church of Southern Africa
Uniting Presbyterian Church in Southern Africa
Uniting Reformed Church of Southern Africa
Volkskerk van Afrika

Requests for access to records in terms of the 

Promotion of Access to Information Act, No. 2 of 2000, should be directed to: 

The General Secretary

South African Council of Churches

PO Box 62098

Marshalltown

2107

Tel.: 011 241 7800

Fax: 011 492 1448

Email: tmm@sacc.org.za

A full information access manual, published in compliance with section 51 of the Act, 

may be found on the SACC’s website at http://www.sacc.org.za/about/PAIAman.html.
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IMAGES OF 2005

Clockwise from top left: Archbishop Njongonkulu Ndungane
preaches at the Trade Justice Service; Former Judge

President Arthur Chaskalson addresses the Central
Committee; Core Group Meeting; Bishop Mvume Dandala (l)
and Dr Tsele (r) present Tsunami Relief cheque to Reverend
Fred Nyabera of FECCLAHA; Sharing a story during the 16
days of Activism; Gauteng Dependable Strength trainers

Mandla Mndebele, Lerato Kepadise and Sylvia Msimango;
Khotso House Worship Service calls for an end 

to violence against women.
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NOTES


